e IR ——

CLASSIFICATION.—= ) 457R015900280006-4 25X1
: -RDP82-00 -
COUNTRY ___CzechodRRIQuag For Release 2003EJ‘6L1.2.._%I i
" TOPIC 1, 1hith ¢z Div in Olomouc
.- 2s Lth iiecsz Regt in Olomouc
3. livh Tank T¢ Bn in Sternberk
EVALUATION_] |__25X1 PLACE OBTAINED.] | 25X

DATE OF CONTENT__pPrior to 21 June 1952

DATE OBTAINED.

DATE PREPARED. 8 Decemher 1052

REFERENCES ___| 25X1

PAGES
REMARKS

25X1

kL

25X1

1hth Illecz Div in Olemouc,

1.

Lth

Prior to 21 June 1952, the headquarters of the 1Lth llecz Div was located in

a building opposite the T.G. iasaryk monunient on the east vdge of (lomouc
(Clmuetz, P 50/i1 85). The division was subordinate to the 2d ID in Trencin

(P L9/T 58) to which all troops in loravia and Siovakia were subordinate,

The troops in Bohemia were subordinate to the 1st ID in Prague., The division
was comuanded by General Bures(fnu), The Soviet adviser was Colonel Frolof
(fnu) wholvmre 4 grey-blue uniform and & grey-blue flat service cap with broad
red band,

Units subordinate to the 1llhith Mecz Div included: the Lith llecz Regt in Olonouc,
» the 3Gth lecz Regt in Sumperk (P 50N 69), an infantry unit in Prerov (P 50/
0 03), an artillory regiment in Prostejov (P 50/ 73), the 1lith Ordnance tiork-
shop in Clomouc and the 1hth Tank Tg Dn in Sternberk (P 50/1 86).1

I’scz Regt in Olomouc,

3

L.

The reginental units of the lith Ilecz Regt in Olomouc] | were 25X1
quartcred in the Prokopa lloleho Barracks, about 800 woters southvest of the )
main railroad station, on both sides of the idolicka Trida, The lst and the

2C. Bns were quartered in the Jiriho =z Podebrad Darracks in the center of the
city; and the 3d 3n was in Praslavice (0 50/ 32), The Prokopa Holeho Birracks
whichfas fenced in partly by wire fence and partly by a hedge, consisted of about
20 one-story and tuo-story brick buildings. The Jiriho z Podebrad Darracks was
a large four~story brick building, about 40 m:ters square,

Officers of the Lth llecz llegt included: syaff Captain Jan Pavlo, comnanding
officer; OCtaff Captain Huzjer (fnu), deputy comuarding officer; lenior Lieute-
nant Jartos (fnu), political officer; Gtaff Captain liyska (fnu), chief of staff;
Staff Captain Salek (fnu), administrative officer; lajor sntonin Haspl, comnanding
officer of the 2d Bn who had been promected in llay 1952,
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In June 1952, the perscriel of Lite reziuent consisted of Cgzechs and
Clovaks, about one lalf sach, and soue hanarians, They were nembers
of the 1920 throuzi 1932 classes. The wembers 5. the 1930 class had
reported for active service on 1 4pril 1951, the members of the 1031 |
class on 1 lovember 1951 and tic few of the 1932 c¢lass on 1 /pril 1952,k

"he reginent was orianized into th= regizental units includinzg:  the
headguarters coupany totaling about 50 aeny  the regimental Land of

tout 30 meny the technical corpany of abput 60 rien, subdivided into

an engincer platvor and a si mnal ¢rimunication platoon; the roconrzissance
coupany of about 30 wmen; the rotor transnort platoon of avout Lo teny an
artillery unit of about A0 weny  the wortar conapny of alout 30 zen; a
coupany of the technical service (rota techrickeho zabespeceni) (nTs),

an 00 officer schocls the 1ot and 2d i'cez Insy  and tho 3u Tank fn, The
nechanized ba%talions cach consisted of tiwee copanies of 30 men each and
a training company of about L0 nen.  “he 38 Un totalir; about 200 =er cone
sisted of for aruorec coimhanies and an ['77 couna 7o _The LTS coimanies
vere comosed of uctor vehicle drivers and recuanicy, 2

it}

The artillery unit ol the regizent was equinned with about 15 ;ung of about
50-rz caliler teved U half-trac: venicles, al tuc mnritar covnany had some
82-ma nortars. The technical CLpary vas equipped with sone preunatic
boats anc 1 Jernon teleniiore and radio sobs. Tie mechanized comanies
vere equis.ed with no.el 98-l rilles » Coech model 23 A and B submachine
#ung and eael had about three lizht vimchine ;uns, Tach coupany hac three
half-track vehicles., The 3¢ Tanh sn was equipned with a total of &. out

10 T-3L tanks onl:r vhich wers distributec 4o the coupanies. [iore than
1,000 uodels 90 I ang 20, rifles, about 300 pistols, about 15 rmocel 37 heawvy
nachine juas, 10 Lazookas anc ..oie than 1,000 worden crates each containing
6 basoolas Were stored iz the ordnarce depot of the regiment. The total
nuiber of notor vehicles was estinated at -about 50 half-track veliicles,
about 100 RY, RID and Tatra truclks s Soue jocps and about 1k notoreycles,
Aifter adoption ef the new uniforn insi‘ nia, the soldiers of tle lst, 2¢ and
3d Bns of the reiment vore red epaulets, whereas the enrincers had hlack
opaulets with two crossed axes anc the sinal personnel blue-borderec black
epaulets with tuo crossed 11 fiteings,  The trained tanl: troops wore Llack
epaulets with tank insisnia, '

e troining ceopandes of the Tot ard 2¢ Uns were activixted only after the
recruits of the 1932 class had arvived on 1 Spril 10824 The Lasic training
Lested 6 uceks., Tie course ab the 110G schiool vhich conprised about 200 rien
of the 1931 class inducted in the fall of 1951, started ir January 1062

and was oeheculed bo last & uenths, To westoaber 1951, the whole rooinent
was at the lesto Iibava (¢ 50/0 07) tu gy cavp, '

1Lth Tank To n in otercberk,

9’.‘
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Prior to 15 lepte ver 1951, the 1lth Tank Ti, Un was quartered in a barracks
installation senth ol .termier: on the vast side of the road to (loioue,

"he barracks instellation, fonced in 9y a paling, ccnsicted of aboul 20
one-story ard tvosstory woolan buildings, - Leve instructors of the unit were
quartered in the foruer tonastery on the castemn eCie of tuae installation
and in the ’ir Force Larracks on the southern ed_ e,

3

|tiw battalion had beern activated Sm the fall of 1’;’5’095

25X1

Stall Saptain whapko (fnu) was the cvnnanding officer of the Latialion and
vientinant Colonel .jutla {(fnu) was the political o:iiicer. Tac battalion

wags organized into the lst and he 2¢ T Cos of about 120 unen cach; the

3¢ and Lth Tank Cos of 30 men each;y and an RTZ coipany, The 1st aic the

2d Uos 1rith vhich mairly recruitec of the 1930 class served, had six older
T-3L tanis each, whereas the 3d end the Lith Jos consisting ol older soldiers,
vere oquipoed with about seven desian 5P Sups and sone listt Gernan tanks,
“he 7L coupany cuinrising mainly motor vehicle wochanics had 1 track=layins
recovery veliiclg and 2 revair shop trucks.  the »ersom el wore roc=-bordered
vlack epaulots,”
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“Me basic training of the recruits lasted 2 or 3 weeks froa 1 Jpril
1951 and was followed Ly tank trainiv,: at ihe csto Libava troop
training grounds. This training included theeretical imstruction in
the clags rooms until July 1051 and then practical driveris irainin:
vity difficult crosg-countryr driving aftdr & training neriod of

3 viecks,

Hiscellarcous,

12,

13.

17.

18.

Frior to nid-Jure 1952, the 1hth Grdnance .orlishop was 1rcated oppoe
site the Prokopa .olohio Zarracks i Jlonoue. “he instellabion vwos
surrcunded ULy a wire fence on consisted of a worksliop building, 3 low
Lrick buildinge uwwed as quarters, 2 lon; :arases and 3 low wooden
buildinzs wubich cortained the encincer equinrent ceput of - lhe division,
Lenior Licutenant Jan Dehal: was chief of the repair shop, The orderl:
roous vere in the hoadquarters Luilding ef the division. «11 repeirs to
light and heavy arms of the rejimcnt were performied by the shop which
was equipped with I latiies, 2 willing machines, 3 ' pillar drilling aa-
chires, 1 plancr and 1 yrinder. i technical coupany of about 25 nen

and a uvraining copany of about 25 recruits who wvere irairec as armorers,
were asuvigned to the renair shop.

an M oificer camdidate schoul was lecated in the Jiskrov isrracks in
Olououc on the noritacrn bank ol the “.orava Hiver about 900 meters norih-
west of the (lemouc ain rajlroad station. JFour units totalin; about
600 men wearin: gold-borcdered Llack epaulets viere repeatedly seen there,
Training with guns nounted on fogr twin~wheels and towed Ly Tatra~122
trucks was observed in iay 1952,

an Aea war academy vias located in tihe 9 lvetna Larracks west of thc officer
candidate school, about 1,200 meters northwest of the Olomouc uain rail-
road station on the westorn bank of the lorave Iiver. The trainees also
wore sold=bordercd black epaulets and 1 to | ;olden stripes on the left
slecvo, 51X corpanies totalin: 000 nen vere sween leaving the Larracks
irotallation, The ;uns seon there were of tho same lpype as these of the
ofiicer candidate schoul,

In @y 1952, a fuel dopot consisting of five briek buildinos was noticed
at the liepeir railroad station on the norilvest odrze of Clomouc. sersornel
ol a techrical batialion were installing uncer:reurd containers.

Prior to June 1752, tho 331st Zuard 3n was quartercd in the Janosilovy
varracls consisting of 2 threc-story building about &C neters lorn; and
located close Yo the Jiriho o Puuebrad Darracks. The Latbalion was con:ando:.
by Stall vaptain tevaj (inu) and was directly assined to tae 24 1L in Tren-
cin. It vas orjanized into four zudrc companies cach of about 100 nen and
equinped with nodel 93-i! rifles ant ncdels 23-i and 23-B submachine Luns

and L trucks ancd 1 nwotorcrele.. The personuel, nost ef vhon vore red epaus
loto, were tenbers of varicus classes. The Latitalion was er;ased in uard-
ing the uilitary installations in the Ulomouc area,’

Prior to 2 February 1952, the 13th Juard Co which was Cirectly assi ned to
the 2¢ L in Tronein was quartered in the former officer candiCate school
ir the southwestern sector of the Gerna Pole borough of Lrmo (P 50/T LO).
It was umior the coumand of Lieutcnant Colonel Jan 3arak and numbered about
120 troops, who came from varicus units including an infantry unit in ikue
lovice (0 h9/9 17). The cornany was eapleyed in juarding wilitary incialla-
tions in the area of crrno irclding the ancmnition dump South of _rno-
Pedlanly vhich consi.sgod of 2 ;juardhouses and morc than 10 ferro-concrete
arvunition buildin s

i

e former officer candidate sclioel alse quartered a mober trancoort unit

ol about 15¢ nien uearing red-lLordered lrovrn enaulcts. about 60 Prasa

Liotrueks wore in the araes.
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1. | Lom ent, This is tho first inforuation on a 1Lth leez Liv. .
1Lth Inf 71V has been carried in {flada doleslav viiict, however, has
not been confiraed since 1950 and nosu praaab]*r wag_disselved. Jccerding:

to nrevicous informmtion., it vas a ¢ < 81

|it is Lelioved that the 22d .ccz ro b 1o ola-
tioned in Trerov and the 4th .rty Rezt in ‘rostejov, Various un-lt of
the tank corps have Loon carried in t‘e localitvies nentioned. T

corps has most probably been dissolved or recrianizec, It is unceter-
nired wiether the tank corys has been incorsecrated inlo the 1ith iecz Liv
o whether additional wechonized or notarized units have teen acbirated,

25| |Gor.’.:,zezrb‘, Urganization, aruanent and stron th of the Lith “ecz ey
alnost conpleiely correspond vith ticse ol the 38th Lecz ue.)t in Goroun,

30| Eon%nt. Jeneral iures (fmu) mentioned in parasraph 1 is »ossibly
identical wmith a Brijade Joncral Frantisek Sures witi:s unknovm assisment
who was uentioned in a Czech newspaper rccord in Lctober 10’“1,, It was
previcusly reported that a Lieutenant Lartos (fnu) was political officer
vith the 20th Inf legt in Presov and a otatf vaptain Gtto oua.r vias
commanding oificer of the reserve oflicer school in Jamberk. Farther
irformation is needed to determine viether the officers mentiored in the
present report are identical with these officers,

u| |Comment Further information is required on the incucticn of 1931
anc 1932 classcs, It has Leen belicved that the bull: of the 1931 class
voudd be inducted as late as the fall of 1952. .ut it aldo apsears

pocsible that, in view of the very low nerse:rel strengths and ir erder
to execute +-.1€> Cocree on loverin; the aje of induction to 19 Jears, the
1932 class has also been inducted since the spring of 1652,

Jﬁ.:Ewg_‘g_._ The nentioned buildin’s in . ternberk previously guartered
the 12th Tank lrig which orouaol** was r(,nax‘led WLth Tanlk Tz In and ircoryo-
rated :.r.to the 1hth ..g.cz Div, here is reason for belief that the wzdiun
tank rejiuent and the -eavy P zun regivent are scheduled & be activited
from this unit. Pos sile the 2htn Yank Srig has alsoc Leen incerporated
into the division for the activation of the twe re-inents

6., | l}onu‘.ientg Ls early as Lcpteaber 1081, the Jislrov Yarracks was
reportedly occupied Ly an ili unit, | | go1d or
rellow-bordared epaulets are wurm. LY persommcl for rescrve oliicor
candidates schools.

7°| |Corment.° Tais report is iite first to mention the guard battalion,

N | |-r'oua:en1;g The 63d Guard Dattalion was previously carried in .rno.

Howevcr, it was probe bl:) dissolvod simultaneously with the D or reorgani:.

into the 13th Juuard oo,

oy

OUITHLT T,
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